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The Soviet suthorities esteblished in Jamuary 1949 in Vienna Iv,

Guashausstrasse 20, a central organizetion for the purchase of goods

emanating from Western Eurcpean countries end from the United States
undor the ECA program., This office is the channel for approvel of all ;
such purcheses by loeal Soviet apgencies and by agencies of other Cominforn
conntries,

The office personnel consists of eighteen agents who are directed by a
Russian, Colonel Benkov; all but two of the agents are from Balkan countries,
They reeelve up to 18,000 Austrian schillings a month as selary, in addition
to a percentage commission on sales,

The offiece is not interested in consignments of less than ten tonss goods
chiofly sought are lead, 99,80 pure, not hardened (Hﬁttenweich)_,' electrolytie
copper in bars, nylon silk, army fiela beds, and flints.

nverage world orket priec of $400 a ton fo milar additiensl ’ :
percentape for copper. Flints sht at $16,00 a kg,  SO0X1 'HUN!
and at 319,50 a kg. The satellite countries

receive small quantitles of these flints, but approximately 86 percent are 50X1-HUM
sent to the USSR,

Sinee Jamuary 1949 the agents have boen offering 15 percent above the
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Copper and lead are also being bought, vherever posaible, in Austria,
liitterbacher und Wagner, USIA azents in Upper fustria, have been instructed
by USIA to buy all possible copper, including serap, at 12,50 Austrian schill.

ings per kg,

tioney is being acquired for sueh transactions by USIA in several vays, of i
which the following are rccent examplec: '
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b, A1l USIA goods sold to Hungery, Rimsnia, Czechoslovokis, and Bulgsria
mgt now be paid for by those countries in cash,

¢, Money is being saved by the stoppage of overtime pay for 211 workers in
USIA factories and the Zistorsdorf oil arca, For overtime work these
workers will now receive normel working weges,
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